
Who is eligible to receive accredited firefighter certifica-
tion in Kentucky? 

 

 

How does a firefighter receive an IFSAC-accredited cer-
tification? 

I have obtained accredited certification in another state 
- how do I transfer this certification to Kentucky? 

Kentucky IFSAC 

Certification Levels 
 

Firefighter I 

Firefighter II 

Fire Instructor I 

Fire Instructor II 

Fire Officer I 

Fire Officer II 

Fire Inspector I 

Hazmat Awareness 

Hazmat Operations 

Airport Firefighter 

Driver Operator 

Driver Operator Aerial 

Driver Operator Pumper 
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What is CPAT? 

Who should participate in CPAT? 

Where is CPAT testing held? 

How can someone prove they have passed CPAT? 

 

What does CPAT consist of? 
 

CPAT consists of a series of 8 
separate events requiring the 
candidate to progress along a 
predetermined path in a con-
tinuous manner: 

Stair climb 

Hose Drag 

Equipment Carry 

Ladder Raise & Extension 

Forcible Entry 

Search 

Rescue 

Ceiling Breach & Pull 
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Why should I pursue a degree in Fire-Rescue Science?  

Do I have to be on a fire department or have experience 
to enroll in the degree program? 

 

Will I earn a 150- or 400- hour firefighter certificate in 
the degree program? 

Can fire industry certification or training hours I have 
previously taken be converted to college credit? 

Is this program available online? 

KCTCS Fire-Rescue                
Science Courses Offered At: 

Ashland CTC 

Bluegrass CTC 

Elizabethtown CTC 

Gateway CTC 

Jefferson CTC 

Madisonville CTC 

Maysville CTC 

Owensboro CTC 

Southcentral KY CTC 

Somerset CTC 

West KY CTC 

 
 

Academic certificates are also avail-
able for Emergency Medical Techni-
cian, Basic Firefighter, Advanced 
Firefighter and Fire Officer. A Fire 
Chief diploma is offered as well.  
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How do I obtain EMS training? 

How long does it take to complete an EMT or Paramedic 
program? 

Will I be able to work after successfully completing the 
course?  

 

What types of EMS training are 
available through SFRT? 

 

Bloodborne Pathogens 

CPR/AED 

First Aid 

Individual EMS category 
courses 

Emergency Medical Re-
sponder  

Emergency Medical Techni-
cian * 

Paramedic * 

 

*
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Do firefighters have to pass a physical agility test to be-
come a firefighters? 

 

How can the Fire Commission assist with a departmental 
fitness program? 

How can firefighters better prevent cancer? 

Are there programs to help manage job-related stress? 

 

Why is improving the health 
and wellness of firefighters  

important? 

 

Firefighters today face a number of 
potential health issues. A formal 
health and wellness program can 
assist departments in taking 
measures to combat these health 
issues and create a healthier cul-
ture in the fire service, while de-
creasing the potential for costly 
and debilitating illnesses in the fu-
ture.  
 
Fitness training benefits at many 
levels
health and well-being, to the effec-
tiveness of the department working 
together on an incident scene, and 
to help the fire department to bet-
ter meet the needs of the commu-
nity they serve.  
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If the firefighter or fire department does not have to pay 
for these vaccines, who does? 

Who is eligible for the hepatitis vaccine program? 

Is there any paperwork I have to bring to the health de-
partment? 

Steps to Receive               
Hepatitis A & B Vaccine 

 

1) Firefighter must be active on a 
department roster 

2) Obtain a current Hepatitis A & 
B Vaccination Voucher from 
your fire department, signed by 
the Chief, before going to the 
health department 

3) Fill out the Fire Department 
section of the voucher 

4) Present the voucher to the 
health department. They will fill 
out their portion and submit for 
reimbursement.  
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What is the annual allotment for firefighters receiving 
Incentive pay?  

How do firefighters become eligible for Incentive & Pen-
sion program pay? 

 

What happens if a firefighter is called to active military 
duty or has time off due to an illness or injury? 

 

How does a department       
request Incentive  &              

Pension Pay? 

Requests for funds must be sub-
mitted by the 5th of the month 
for which the department is re-
questing funds 

 
A list of eligible firefighters must 
accompany the request each 
month 

 
Departments have 30 days to 
notify the Fire Commission office, 
in writing, about a newly eligible 
certified firefighter 

 
Departments must submit Quar-
terly Reports and Rosters at the 
end of each quarter 

 

Departments who wish to be-
come part of the Incentive & 
Pension program must submit an 
Application for Incentive Pay to 
the Fire Commission office be-
tween February 1st and April 
30th  
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What industries does SFRT provide training to?  

What type of training does SFRT offer to industry?  

Where is industrial training conducted? 

Who do I contact to discuss industrial training? 

What areas of training are of-
fered for Business & Industry? 

 

Industrial Firefighting  

Rescue 

Safety 

Medical 

Hazardous Materials 

Incident Command System 

 
Custom programs are available. 
Please contact the SFRT area  
office serving your locality.   
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Who can be a junior firefighter in Kentucky?

Do I have to have good grades to be a JRFF?

Can JRFFs respond to emergency runs?

Can JRFFs assist with fire suppression on scene?

How can my department start
a Junior Firefighter Program?

Departments must be recog-
nized, approved and registered 
with the Fire Commission
Departments must implement a 
procedure that clearly defines 
program responsibilities and 
operations and is not incon-
sistent with any of Commission 
determined requirements for a 
JRFF program
Complete and submit a Pro-
gram Notification Form to the 
Fire Commission office
Maintain all required program 
documentation on file (in main 
fire station) for review
The program must follow ap-
proved program guidelines as 
established by the Fire Commis-
sion
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What are the financial stipulations of the Low              
Interest Loan program? 

What can be purchased with loan monies? 

What cannot be purchased with loan monies? 

How does a department       
become eligible to apply for 

a Low Interest Loan? 
 

Fire departments must be of 
volunteer status 

Fire departments must have 
received State Aid for the past 
three consecutive years 

Fire departments cannot obtain 
a loan from a conventional fi-
nancial institution at the rate of 
3% per annum 

Fire departments must agree to 
maintain State Aid qualifications 
and obligate the total annual 

State Aid as payment, or an 
amount less than their yearly
allotment as determined by an 
amortization schedule.  
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What benefits are offered to firefighters who have be-
come disabled in the line of duty.   

What benefits are offered to firefighters who have lost 
their life in the line of duty? 

Kentucky Fallen                
Firefighter Memorial 
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Why should my department report with NFIRS? 

What is done with data entered into NFIRS? 

Who benefits from the data reported to NFIRS? 

How do I obtain a User ID or get a password reset for 
my department? 

Facts about NFIRS: 

NFIRS represents the world's 
largest, national, annual data-
base of fire incident information 

 
State participation in NFIRS is 
voluntary 

 
50 states and the District of 
Columbia report NFIRS data 

 
37 fire departments having a 
protected population of over 
500,000 participate in NFIRS 

 
Over 24,000 fire departments 
report in NFIRS each year 

 
Participating departments re-
port an average of 23 million 
incidents each year 

 
Participating departments re-
port an average of one million 
fires each year 

 
The NFIRS database comprises 
roughly 75% of all reported 
fires that occur annually 
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Can firefighter training hours transfer to Kentucky from 
another state? 

Will all of my training hours transfer to Kentucky? 

 
 

 
 

If I was fully certified at the state level elsewhere, will I 
automatically be fully certified in Kentucky? 

Applying For Accredited     
Certification Reciprocity 

Be an active member of a    
Kentucky Fire Department and 
assigned a Kentucky firefighter 
number 
File an Application for Accredit-
ed Certification Reciprocity via 
kyffcert.com 
Multiple levels may be submit-
ted on the same application 
Submit application and $25 fee 
(payable by fire department 
check or money order)  

 
 

Request a Conversion       
of Out-of-State           
Training Hours  

Be an active member of a    
Kentucky fire department, and 
assigned a Kentucky firefighter 
number 
Apply for Accredited Certifica-
tion Reciprocity, if applicable 
After receipt of Kentucky     
Reciprocity IFSAC certificates, 
request a review for conversion 
of hours via kyfires@kctcs.edu   
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What is the PTSD Funding & Reimbursement Program?  

Who is eligible to receive reimbursement under this pro-
gram? 

I was treated for PTSD 5 years ago. Can I receive reim-
bursement for this? 

Is there a maximum amount of reimbursement? 

 

What reimbursements          
are covered? 

 

Initial diagnosis 

Counseling/Therapy 

Medication 

Mental health facility expenses 

In-patient treatment 

Out-patient treatment 
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What constitutes a qualifying fire department?  

 

How does my department receive State Aid? 

 

Can State Aid funds be partially spent and the remain-
der saved for the next year? 

 

What Can Be Purchased With 
State Aid Funds? * 

Recognized Fire Schools 
Apparatus Insurance 
Fire Stations 
Station Services 
Personal Protective Equipment 
Apparatus 
Firefighting Equipment 
Rescue Equipment 
Testing of Equipment 
Communications Equipment 
EMS Equipment 
Training Materials and Equipment 

*A complete list can be found on the 
Fire Commission website on the State 
Aid program page  

 

What Cannot Be Purchased 
With State Aid Funds? 

Routine Apparatus Maintenance 
Volunteer Firefighter Pay/
Reimbursement 
Uniforms/Coveralls 
Non-NFPA Compliant Jackets/Vests 
Parking/Training Area Surface 
Food or Beverages 
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What are the eligibility requirements for a fire depart-
ment to apply for a TIC grant?

How does the TIC grant program selection process
work?

How are the cameras purchased?

Eligible Thermal Imaging

Camera Manufacturers

SEEK

Bullard

Scott

MSA

FLIR

Drager

Avo n/Argus
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Which fire departments are eligible to apply for this 
grant?  

Our department was awarded a Training Facility Grant 
for one project, but we changed our mind and would 
like to use the money for a different project. Is this al-
lowed? 

How will the Fire Commission know what has been done 
with the Training Facility Grant funds? 

 

What can be purchased with 
Training Facility Grant funds? 
 

Construction of fixed structures 
utilized in the training process, 
including but not limited to:  

Training towers 

Burn/smoke buildings 

Multi-purpose buildings 

Training props 

Dedicated buildings used 
for the purpose of training 
firefighters 

Upgrade of existing training  
facilities 

Equipment solely used for train-
ing purposes 
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Why are firefighter training hours tracked by the Fire 
Commission?

What levels of firefighter certification hours are availa-
ble?

Does a firefighter have to be certified?  

How many hours of annual training must firefighters re-
ceive? 

How do firefighters obtain a copy of their certifications 
and training records?  

  

I have completed all required 
training for certification - how 

do I receive a certificate? 

 

Departments believing a mem-
ber has attained certification at 
either the 150- or 400-hour lev-
el must email kyfires@kctcs.edu 
with a request for review of 
hours at the level of certification 
they believe the member has 
qualified for and provide the   
following: 

 

Firefighter name 

Firefighter number  

Firefighter birthdate 

 

An auditor will validate the train-
ing hours and issue the certifica-
tion if all criteria have been met. 

Kentucky Fire Commission  |  110 Cleveland Drive  |  Paris, KY 40361  |  (800) 782-6823  |  kyfirecommission.kctcs.edu 

-
 



How can Workers Compensation help me? 

How does my department initiate a claim? 

Do I have to file a claim right away? 

I currently have a claim. Where do I have the medical 
bills sent to?

How does a claims                 
process work?  

You will be assigned a claim repre-
sentative to investigate and manage 
your claim 

 
Have the First Report of Injury Form 
completed by your supervisor and 
sign the Signature Page, Medical 
Waiver and Consent Form and the 
Designated Physician Form 

 
You will receive a temporary pre-
scription card that will allow you to 
fill your prescriptions without any 
out-of-pocket expenses; take the 
Prescription Form with you to the 
pharmacy 

 
Select a physician from the list of 
pre-approved providers. You may 
change your "gatekeeper" physician 
only one time. Referrals to special-
ists are not considered a physician 
change. If you change your gate-
keeper physician, you must complete 
and submit the 2nd Designated Phy-
sician Form. 

 
Always take the Report of Medical 
Status form with you to your doctor 
appointments and bring the com-
pleted form back to your agency 

 
To request reimbursement for out-of
-pocket expenses related to your 
injury, use the reimbursement form 
and send to your claim representa-
tive 
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